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INTRODUCTION. 


T he popularity of Auction Bridge 
promises to be as rapid and as 
complete as was that of the parent 
game — Bridge proper. Just as the 
superior attractions of tlie latter over 
the sober interests of Whist were at 
once recognised, so are the greater 
possibilities of the new variant claim- 
^uij§^;#dhw|ii;taniong;'thbse 
Sexcitf^ii'iO^science^inv them^ 

although as a confirmed Bridge en- 
thusiast I grieve to have to concede 
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the point, Auction offers far greater 
scope for individual enterprise than 
its older rival, and for a time at least 
its fascination promises to be irresis- 
tible. 

For one thing, it appeals to the 
gambling instinct. It is a clever 
combination of Bridge, Solo Whist, 
and Poker, and calls for the qualities 
which make for success in all three 
;; •stereotypedSBSrid^- ' ■ 

||p|i|«i^':i^?|he:fatJTcacie&‘:ctf 

||||gi:pil|i|iE|idl^r';:playep 

know Bridge. Given each an ^ual 
proficiency, and the player with the 
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Poker temperament will have the 
Mpper^liand.:'::;;:' : ^ 

I shall, however, for the sake of 
brevity, take it for granted that readers 
of this little volume are acquainted 
with the laws and play of ordinaiy 
Bridge. Those who are not can gain 
the requisite information from any of 
the hundred and one excellent Bridge 
manuals. But does there exist a card- 
player in this year of grace who does 

/hot ::Uhderstahd;-Bridge ? >If •SO,;he;feu||j^^^^^ 

t"hie: 'iridodlsih^i: /h- 

/•■(a|^eia|#qhsider^tioii. ;/ ; ;We, ivill 

ifcle'^ifert ^ 'witlriffie/ 
we arc all sufficiently students of 
Bridge to be able to. appreciate 
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tlie distinctions between the two 


games. 

And here let it be said that the 
confirmed Bridge-player will have as 
much to unlearn as to learn in 
acquiiing the principles of Auction 
-Bor instance/ what,: ^ 
more difficult to grasp than the fact 
that there is no advantage in harnng 
the deal — indeed, rather the reverse ? 
|:(|f/thafc;the;:Calling^;rf Nb::'®ruih.ps;’f / 
Sihla||s|i®/;grehte 

;Aga{n,;;: that callingd8::they : 
|i|0||/|ipes/tf'its/ : signifi<KmcC/‘|g/|ffi 
opposition cannot win the game 
oh a defeated call, or that as a rule 
it is more profitable to defeat an 
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opponent’s call than to win the game ? 
The whole point of view is changed, 
and the more ingrained are the fun- 
damental principles of ordinary Bridge 
the greater will be the confusion of 
the player until he shall become im- 

tial to Auction Bridge, but fatal to its 
predecessor. 

THE LAWS. 

;for ::grant^^ 

’ ^¥'tl|^'':: Mi?' ■ 'veirders;, ;:are ^ • Bridge-rpl^dM,; 
3 -pll©? ;i^mey „ahd ■ : ,f b® :V M 

same; in both cases— thirty points 



8 
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scored below the line, and the best of 
three games. Honours, chicane, and 
grand and little slam are scored 
above the line and are counted Just 
as 

lies in the scoring of tricks made 
•against :the declarer. . • Thesfeiare-^ 
variably scored above the line and are 
counted with the honours at the end 
of the rubber. They have no bearing 

||i|G||la^^t^:vare:^scpr^^ 

/trick; Ibelo^^ 

i|||4;^aref ,ha5^;:Coa^I^ted^^^^ 
counts so points to the opposition, no 
matter in what suit or call it may be. 
Thus the failure to make one trick in 
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spades is a? expensive as in clubs, 
diamonds, hearts, or No Trumps. The 
penalty is uniform. 

There is still some diversity of 
opinion as to the number of points to 
be scored for the rubber. The more 
established rule is to award 250 points, 
but many players still prefer to score 
50 points for each game won and an 
additional 200 points for the rubber. 
Personally I prefer the former method. 
The laws as to shuffling, cutting and 

j^pp|pg«tp:;«xposed :: Gards-ahdi:Gari|S 

liable to be called as played in error. 
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There are differences, however, ii? 
the penalty for a revoke. When a 
revoke against the declarer is claimed, 
his adversaries score 150 points above 
the line in addition to the amount of 
tile iindertricks by which the declarer 
has failed to carry out his contract 
:S|h;:the‘daee .of ; the adversaries ■revOk-f::; 
|ir|g|s|h«; ;desclarer -inay ' addjT^ 
:;;;ilidies'thei;dirte; Or ;'^''he; ;may'“a^ 
:;|i|c|s«;tO|:dipse^ ; he^ : has H 

;h||ti^i^;ihe',shoaid, need'fheia-tddohtS^i 
;;;^i^|hisl<^ntiacfc Iniheither-ic^cSip; 
the penalty increased by a double or 
redouble, nor is the bonus for a double 
or redouble (see laterji to be taken. 
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Before coming to the all-important 
question of the declaration, wherein 
lies the whole art of Auction as dis- 
tinguished from ordinary Bridge, it 
may be as well to set forth the pro- 
gressive calls as they take precedence 
of each other. When two contracts 
are of equal point value, the under- 
taking to make the greater number of 
triclis ranks the higher. Thus a decla- 

|^lI|iGiii|:tri<|fcv:ih ;clubs : 
lb||||::;|rydiafSorids. :fs; : 
one in hearts or No Trumps respec- 
tively. To avoid any confusion, if 
may be mentioned here that the Con- 


' £ 
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tract to make one trick in any suit 
means the odd trick ; two tricks in a 
suit, eight tiicks, and so on. 

The following list of progressive 
calls may be found useful ; — 

2 spades beat i club. 

3 1. „ I diamond. 

diamonds. 

diamonds. 

J \ 2; ;■ :he3r%i 3 

|||ii||B|nds;>^ 

I'- '2' ■ ;v: 


1} 
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. The dealer in Auction Bridge does 
not start 'with any ; advantage ; rather, 

having to make a compulsory call. 
He cannot leave the obligation to his 
partner. Neither is the play of the 
two hands assured to liim as in ordinary 
Bridge. Either of his adversaries or 
his partner may become the declarer 
by calling above him. It is true that 
he has the right of the final call after 

as we shall see, the odds against his 
being able to avail himself of this 
privilege are such as to reader 'it only' 
an occasional benefit, ' ^ 

'.'■Having to .start , the/, rpaaing, his ■ 


H 
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policy is to give away as little infor- 
mation as he can about his hand. 
Hence the first call is usually “ One 
Spade,” i.e., be undertakes to make 
the odd trick in spades. This is a 
mere formality and conveys no infor- 
mation either as to strength or weak- 
ness, and it is understood that if 
second player passes, his partner, third 
player, shall help him out of the call 
by h declaration, “ Two 

3S|itdes,”;if; he ;c^h^ 
i^i|Ci^this'::VBl| :be;expla|itii?iat^^^ 
■§i||||||g;One /{Spade:.’^ ;; frohi/ldeallrlt 
caii.-overcali;’^ 

‘‘Gpje,; diamond ’f ;.,is ■ the .lowest-con-:-;. 
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tract that takes precedence of it. A 
double reopens- the bidding {see later). 
For instance, if, say, a call of “ Two 
Hearts ’’ has been doubled, the declarer 
-of that contract can amend it to “ Two 
No Trumps,” and so on. And this he 
can do, if expedient, without any fear 
of increasing the penalty for failure, 
for the loss is the same in both in- 
stances — 50 points for every trick 
under the contract and scored above 
the line. Failure does not affect the 
game, and therefore he may take 
::|‘|^i3fr|lipertltef;in'/this'"-;directito^^ 
at ordinary Bridge. We will give an 
i|j|i||iiaptidh,;; I ' ' ■' 

Let us suppose that one of the 
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players lias been forced to call “ Two 
Hearts ” on doubtful strength. The 
declaration Is doubled and he 
to lose roo points for cv'eiy trick be> 
low the number he has undertaken to 
niake. Whereas if he raises his call to 
‘‘ Two No Trumps,” and it is not 
doubled, he at least halves his loss per 
trick, and his opponents may be driven 
to calling “ Three Hearts,” a formid- 
able task with a call in that suit coming 
■frpni:;;the:t^her3^ v 
g|g(|ne;i|iade.tf : is ;.kSu^f ulgcaii||^^ 
pMir slia|;Weertain , No^: : 

,|pi|us|reng|h; ■ m; .'aH' ! four; •: suii||;‘;;rf|'5 
“One No Trump” or “Two Hearts’" 
has been called over him, he is in » 
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.;,safe position to call “Two No Trumps 
“•" and in the very improbable case d 
being doubled, can then redouble, by 
this means perhaps forcing the opposi- 

^ ’^en-ythe :deaB;|| 
:■ ■ with • #biT- 

r: J^|hgvtbb;deelaratiQn. . ; 
be understood that the vvinning of the 

fiiiifiii:p::by:^d^ 

sadprprie£;";y*V:: : ■ 

more suits, however, an initial call of 
“ One No Trump >' can be recom, 
mended. The dealeris not libelw »,« 
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left to make it or to be doubled, aud 
so he at once forces op the bidding to 
“ Two Diamonds ” at least and gives 
his partner some idea of the kind of 
hand he holds. Thus if the latter has 
'ttength in one of the red suits, he can 
c 0^ two in it, so going a ? 

J-ihtephigher.: ■ . , ■ : i;: 

The dealer should never make an 
initial red-suit declaration without 
;::prOhpuhied';''htrength\ih^Jt^:^^ 
|:|)(^pS^h::iOf^';the; hea.d'’cardsJg:Tiel^ 

:S ihsilipnade^iio^^ must' be ,0bs®^5||:s|ii 
ppikih]|:|uch;a:cah 
';s^§jEi|ip;ateofv^^ 
than ip ordinary Bridge, At all times 
the dealer should be careful not to de- 





:• ne ;possessis, 

‘""ver, overwhelming strength in „„e 

oi the red suits and nothing else, it wai 
be better for him to commence with a 
‘^“'“etrictinit. It can do no 

barm and Will he at least a gmde to 

tinrd player. 

From these remarks it will be seen 
that far more strategy goes to the mak- 
ing of an original declaration in Auction 

-out" 

||||p||»p;;^han<fe^ 
'iiiiiii'® 'SO;- aiuliii 

toore expensive than the advantage of 
fnlfilling a contract, that his policy is : 

rather to foster the sportine insHr./'** 
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of his adversaries than to take risks 
himself. “-Bluff” enters considerably 
into the essence of the game, biit it 
may prove expensii'e when carried too 
far rvith players who can draw sound 
deductions. On the other hand, it is 
often advisable to incur certain loss 
above the line, in order to keep the 
game open, with the hope of retrieving 
it in subsequent deals. The loss of 
||hggealer’s;adyantage;'m^p|;th^^^^^ 

^'1^: OpO'SjKtde,”:" 

thisj for the reason that if third player 
does not increase it, he niaktes a coii. 


zt 
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^^‘■‘^ness, and, fourtli player 
also passing, the dealer is left to get 
fack in spades with no chance 
of materially augmenting his score and 
with a corresponding chance of losing 

trick by ivhiGh he 

^;,foilNn.bis:Gontract.^^ 

Js understood to be under an obliga- 
tim to “ Two Spades ” so as to 

an opportunity of 
amending his call. This the latter 
sliould do at any: cost, calling «0he ^ 

.cation.,, 4s y 

Joss. He has not, moreover, given iny' : ' 
information away regarding his dwa 
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fiandi and may indeed be supposed to 
be laying a trap, for his opponents. It . 
is improbable that the opposition will 
leave him with a *‘One No Trump’’* 
call Hence he has forced the bidding 
up to Two Diamonds as the lowest 

Now second hand is in some diffi- 
culty. He has gained no certain know- 
ledge regarding the nature of dealer*s 
cards and none whatever about his 
partn.er*s. If he makes a rash call, he 
may be promptly doubled, and then he 
or his partner may be constrained to 
declare higher ill order to get out of 
:,a dangerous situation. If, hOwe^'^Oiylie: 
possesses good strength in ,pne 'Of > the,’ 



A 'B C' 0/ > Auction Sridg^e. " 23 

red suits and high cards in the other 
^ suits, what, in fact, would be otherwise' 
a moderate No Trumper, then a two- 
card call in it is advisable. The bid- 
;ididg::;Mll:'':hav reached'' ■ an.;:ptere^tih|E; 


Failing such strength, second hand 
should leave things to his partner, 
who, possessing unusual strength, may 
prefer to leave the dealer in with a 
**One No Trump^’ call, on the tolerable 
certainty of being able to beat it. To 
double this call would be a tactical 
error, as one of the other side would 

monds ■ ^ or “ Two Hearts/^ If this ■ is. 
tlio object, of 'thO' opposition,' then'|;he 
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fii-st double would be justified. The 
whole strategy of the game is to entice 
the other side into a risky declaration 
and then to defeat it. The higher the 
stage reached, the greater becomes 
the value of top cards in any of the 
suits. Say, for instance, one of the 
players has been driven to “Three 
Hearts.” He has undertaken to make 
nine tricks, The adversaries have only 
to secure five and the declaration 


||||i|OT|)f)orting ;.:a 

fe|||itiaf:y(dnnt3ry;ohK|i^^ 

or a compulsory one to evade a tight 

corner ? Let roe give an illustration 
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“One Spade.” has come from dealer. 
Second hand declares “One Heart.’’ 
His only reason for doing so can be 
genuine strength in hearts. Hence if 
third hand tops it with “One No 
Trump,” fourth hand, holding, say, one 
trick in hearts and two other tricks, 
vgeneraf-strengthi;* 

.pfblli-^y l’^Two H€a;rtsd’:;::i:';:":::'Ss 
On the other hand, an illustration of 
a forced call woidd be as follows : 

1 bird hand has raised dealer’s original 
call of “One Spade” to “Two Spades.” 
Fourth liand is unwise enough to 
double it. Dealer must set out of fhe< 
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siiit. ' His partner- must not take this 
to mean that he has made a sound call. 
The dealer may be only seeking a way 
of escape. Deductions of this kind 
have a most important bearing upon 
the game. The adversaries too should 
draw the same distinctions. For ex- 
ample, dealer has been drh'en to call 
“One Heart.” Second hand, having 
strong cards, with good trumps, may 
2®eniure: on^^' “1%0: 
'ipa^e#:inistake^^and;:.:it:is::;;^ub 
rehige 

Or if confident of his own ability to 
fulfil his undertaking, he can redouble. 
Should, however, the dealei*’s call have 
been a weak one, the latter’s only 


'4 ' 




A' 


f 
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refuge is “Two No Trumps ” with the : 
risk of being doubled, 
nf Information afforded by the differ- 
ent declarations is most valuable and 
">f|GWW::;%:;treasHred op, ■^■TtTs- 
tial to note what has not been called 
as what has been called. And it is in 
this connection that the importance of 
following the score comes in. For in- 
stance, if your opponents, with their 
•:>?!(|?re.jat:;f6:|Or'i8\iih the::rubl3er^^hi^^^^ 
g|pssed;:^bnr;parttt6Fs:“Orie^NATi’ t|w 

that they were weak in either of the 
red suits that would take them out with 
a two-trick call. One of them would 
certainly have overcalled if he saw any ' , 


b'' 
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chance of irictbiy. Again, suppose that 
the bidding had been raised to * ‘'Three 
Diamonds^’'by one of the adversaries, 
and instead of doubling, your partner 
branches into “ Two No Trumps/’ is it 
not safe to. infer that diamonds is his 
weak spot ? The instances may be 


to the intelligent player. More direct 
information can, of coiurse, be drawn 
from what has been called. Say yoiir 
partner has gone “ Two Diamonds j 




tion to Two’ No Tnimps/* ' If such a; 
call came from, the other ' side, the im ' 


R 



suDject ot raising your part^ 
ner's call, there is one point to be 
noted. As far as the laws have been 
definitely framedi it is the original 
caller of a suit that plays the hand. 
Thus if your partner should say ** One 
Heart/^ and is overcalled by ‘‘ One No 
Tiunip^ if you are able to support 
him by Two Hearts/’ which is passed^ 
you become dummy although your 
declaration is higher. There are still 
many expert players, however^ who 

the final call, and I ’am , inclined 
, agree with them. ■. 'But' it nixtst be ’ 


I 
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^ understood that the first metliocl' is the ^ _ 


m 


Doubling in Auction differs in several 
respects from ordinary Brid^. In " ' 
both cases only the score is affected. 

But in Auction the bidding is reopened 
by a double or redouble, and a 
doubled “Two Diamonds” would give 
the higher>:caU;v|>|^^^^^^^ 
llfeMts.”.:;; A::call oan^oid^'lSKddh^ 
Sctrafeioubled :Qnce.j4;Ag^|)l^^ 

Si^ii^le ; ':dohble ; 
declaration, but he may not double it. 

If the final declarer’s 0ntract has been 
. doubled, and he shalb succeed in carry- 







nc Siiaii make above the stipulated 
number. The amount is doubled in 
the event of his having redoubled. 

opposing ,:::side;S^ 

doubled and defeated a call they score 
100 points above the line for every 
trick under the number which the 
declarer has undertaken to make, /.e., 
all^^rthe-'c^l'has beehj‘^'.5t^ 
Trumps" and the player only makes 
!f^|||i^|:his;'iadversaries^sct^ 
iiiif 

receive, 200 points for every under- 

ilf " V 
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There is one ioiiiortaitt exception, 
however, which tends to minimise the 
possible hardship of the dealer having 
to make a compulsory original call on 
a very poor hand. The maximhm 
amount his adversaries are entitled to 
score above the line for defeating a 
doubled one-spade call is loo points. 
If his partner raises the diU to “Two 
Spades ” the rule does not apply, but, 
holding no strength himself, third 
player has thus the option of leaving 
the dealer with the initial declaration. 
In spite of what we have said re- 
garding the obligation of third hand 
to help his partner but of this more or 
less formal opening, it may sometimes 
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As the liability is not increased by 
losing in a .higher declaration this 
policy is more often than not justi- 
fiable. Thus a player, having called 
“ Two Hearts and being doubled, 
may find it expedient to rise to “ Two 
No Trumps,” especially if he knows 
his paiiner has strength in one of the 
other suits. Should be, in turn, be 
overtopped by “ Three Hearts ” he is 
himself in a nice position to. double. 

If, on the other hand, he is once more 
ldSh|ifd,;fieis:tend:::Wd|is$^d|i|i^^ 
i;||!g|fds-his;Iosses; 

Jpophole:'' aifor^^ 

to" call again makes it advisable not to 
double too soon, " One Card ” calls | 
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are, made so imicli more lightly at 
Auction Bridge that io doiiblc'-siich B: 
one is often to frighten the opposition 
into another declaration. The proper 
have. ;said' ■ hefore^v.r:fe,::',|(;y|^;^ 

' ' declamtioh- !: 

on trumps alone, without general 
strength, is an error in the majority-of 

doubling is when you are on the right 

i|i|||i|il 

couise, if you wish the suit changed^ 
the^ reverse policy' holds good* ■ The ' 
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state of the game must alwa5's be a 
consideration in doubling. In addition 
to piling up your score above the line, 
your object is to keep the game open, 
and so to double “Two Hearts’' or 
“ Two No Trumps ” at love all in the 
rubber game is not so justifiable as 
when the adversaries’ score is well 
advanced. If they just fulfil their 
contract they go out on the doubled 
call, whereas, if left alone, they would 
fall short of the game. If, however, 
5p|f|lihpng :Of-:itlie^cdJ^ 
||iili:pu||n^ar^;caSe:thefejiSfJ^ 
|||i||i|cant:do^-''entail||||gf:;d^^ 
theip and the very solid advantage of 
frightening them into a more specula- 
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th-e .ttndertaking. The higher the call 
the better the chance of defeating it. 

Finally, it cannot be impressed too 
clearly upon the beginner that a con- 
fident and premature double mostly 

^^i;d«^eats-:!ilS: -dt^ect The ' o|^ 
fright and turn to something else. 
;;:-;:^ifh:-::thd ;;';eertainty ■ of 
declaration it is better to simply pass 
it and be satisfied with the 50 points 
gpi‘;p;d|rtriGb.: ; 

call holding invincible strength in it is 

a hand would justify a double of a . 

i|^|eri;|ii|?ih'diiothersdit,"dhdhit|^ 

Trumper,” should it be attempted. ’ ' i, ' ; : 
I shall now take each of . the fouf • 


' I 
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hands separately, and, for the sake of 
emphasis, elaborate the advice already 
given. 

THE DEALER. 

As we have seen, the dealer has to 
start the ball rolling ; he is obliged to 
declare something. Set against this 
disadvantage is his privilege of a final 
call after everybody else is satisfied. 
He is not therefore compelled to 
:dppclpse: the mathre -ofellShapi® 
;||r|t:Sronhd;:' and ^the :: ISetterJ iis:„:eat|Sss 
^ir||ss; reason’ has' hfc|e:^^d<a^:S 5 ||:';Hei||| 


tion about his opponents^ hands. 



, 
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usual first call, therefore, is “ One 
Spade,” on the understanding that his 
partner will not leave him with it. 
Second player will more often than not 
pass the call, and then tliird hand, if 
; ^not' wish to' declat^;?aiiyfengj 

;;;eise*,:;wiih;rise 

fourth hand, especially if he has a 
good spoiling hand, will pass in turn. 
The fulfilling of the contract onty 
means 4 points below the line ; its 
defeat a substantial addition to the 
other side above the line. It is at 
;|fig5’Si^^e#at; the seribns|/^l>usthi^;|i 
of the dealer begins. There is still 
no obligation to call up to the full 
strength of his cards. He has gleaned 
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practically no information about the 
other hands. What shall his nest 
move be ? ‘ 

As we have seen, a No Trump 
declaration can be made on a more 
slender foundation than in ordinary 
Bridge, so that if he holds moderate 
cai-ds in three suits “ One Np Trump 
offers little risk. It is no more expen- 
.sive if defeated than “ Two Spades,” 
and is not likely to be doubled. . It 
forces the opposition, moreover, up t^ 
a minimum of “ Two Diamonds” ; and 
if third hand possesses sti'ength in only 
one suit he may then support the 
dealer with “ Two Wo Trumps.” But 
as he may reasortablv snnimo#* , 




li- I 
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dealer^s second call was a forced one , 

; ^ he anay elect to, leave^ the ^situation ,to ' , ’ ; 

■ ■„ Diaoioild 

comes round in turn to the dealer ; the 

no pronounced strength of any kind* 

Let US consider the kind of hand he 
Inmself is holding: Diamonds, three 
small ones ; hearts, Ace, King and two 

he': ■ 

^typical of -a^yeak No/Trmnper:' 

Xo undertake to 'make two tricks' in ' " ■ '■ 


1 
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hearts or No Trumps on it is no light 
matter. The dealer should therefore 
be guided by the score. If it is “ Lo\^e 
all ” he should be advised to pass, but 
if the adversaries are in a position to 
win the game, and maybe the rubber 
by fulfilling their contract, then a little 
:;is ; permissible.;;::^u^^^^^^^^ 

Trumps ” should be his next call. It 
will impress the opposition and will 
malce them cautious about doubling. 
The probability is that the dealer will 
be left with the call, and may find little 
or no support from Dummy, but he 

The player who does not trust his lucic 

should not play Auction Bridge; ' 
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But, , holding such a hand as the 
above, a first call of “ One No Trump ” 
has much to recommend it, as at once 
forcing the adveraaries’ declaration up 
g:s|0;5i:iugh:^ :point /before ;ei#br/:/#fhe^;: 
;;/ ///■hasyilen;: able to make any;. /discloi^j^p 
to the other. The more so is this the 
case when your own weak spot is a 
;/. //Wcfc^/hnit. s '■ Tov 'overcall : ■ ::/H /OheS/ hih?' 

;C?ub%;fof; instance, 
formidable task. The worst of this 
policy, however-, is that it tells too 
much to your opponents if they know 

that you had only .a moderate hand, as 
you would not begin with such a, de- 
claration holding pronounced strength, 
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whereas “One Spade” conveys no 
infonnatioii one way or the other. 

Having a cast-iron No Tramper yoa 
should “lie low” and use it for forcing 
the other side into a rash undertaking 
which can be doubled. Having strong 
trumps in one of- the:vred:<suite;;:sCgieK:S 
sound players advocate beginning at 
once with it, on the ground that it is a 
guide to third playei’. Personally, I 
think it is forfeiting the chance of 
learning .something which a “One 

If this suit comes back to you, you are 
in just as good a position to utilise the 
hearts or diamonds. When ; yoip? 
strength in both these .suits is equal— i 










,f' 
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say you have five of each and nothing 
else— it is better to call the lowei- of 
the two, i.c., diamonds in preference to 
hearts. If you are doubled in diamonds 
.of eseape^ffi 
•; ■r-beilid'S;:; • V’ 

' ®xCeptioh ; to ;:^theisitej^ 

‘ ''' beginnlng^i^y^^ 

is supposed to convey nothing, is when, 
as dealer, you hold great strength in 
|gB|i||h|jblack'suitsand: 
:iliib|!dpHC^ai;ihe' fact, : the|^ 
;|pS'||-j|o§t-:-:'-:Ton 

wO;:;Spades ^ 

i||d^||;|>uyypar.scor^ :beloyy||e|ii|i| 
is of little use except yoii Want a ffew 
points to go out. On the other hand, r 
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the information that you have the com- 
mand of that suit may be of real ralue 
to your partner. It may give the sup- 
ITOrt he needs in forming a sound No 
Trumper. Therefore an original, call 
of ‘‘Two Spades” or ‘‘Two Clubs,” as 
the case may be, should indicate to 
him the state of your hand. The in- 
formation you afford, in this instance, 
is likely to be of more value to him 
than to the opposition. 

Do not let the fascination of piling 
up your score above the line make you 
altogether blind to the advantage of 
the rubber. It is true that there is 
more to be made by defeating your , 
opponents than by fulfilling your 
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own contract. I have made 1,200 
points by defeating a rashly redoubled 
No Triiniper, whereas winning the 

: ;^hipps, : : ;abd ■; With' ':four ^ 'ae^iitp'-Hlybui^ 5* 
:^aiid|3pouhts td less ’:than;^bi|||^i! 
5: OccasiGnS^i^ilh^lp^ 

is more profitable to make the rubber 
than to put your adversaries in on the 
pioblematical chance of their having 

■■ if =^Gu 

easy position to win the rubber, I say 
go for a moral certainty. It is true 

the n^t deal, but then it, is just as 
likely not to present itself and you may 
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ha'V'c sacrificed a substantial score 
below the line in order to secure: a 
third of. the amount above. On the 
same principle, it is sometimes cheaper 
to let the opposition make the rubber 
on a safe declaration than to hazard a 
hopeless overcall which is likely to be 
doubled. There are pia 3 -ers who 
insist that the game should be kept 
open at anj' cost, but the theory, cor- 
rect enough up to a certain point, can 
be carried too far. 

To sumiaarise the foregoing remarks, 
ah initial call of “One Spade" is 
advisable in nine cases but of ten, and 
the stronger the hand the, more strictly 
should it be adhered to. The dealer 
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should have an understanding with his 
partner that he is not to be left with this 
original call, and he on his part should 
pv^raali Spades- ”‘vwhdii: ^ 
it comes round to him. A fii-st call of 
-No ; , Thump’’’-- ;';iS; ■ 

£;M|edieh|:tvith moderate V str^h|tli|i!iji'’ 
more as a guide to third hand and to 
force up adversaiies’ declaration than 
with any expectation of being left to 
make it. For the same reason, he may 
||3e|ih jpi|i; ;^0'wo ;;Spades;®5j^MTtt^^ 
-his^ solestrengtlf li^’M^tiier;- 1 
{Hp||;t|pe|;Suits.'; Dealev; ^shpuid.:|^^ 
|p£pe|||he;S opposition - 
which will give them game or rubber 
if he can possibly avoid it, but he : 
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must not be too foolhardy in this 
direction. 

We wiU now consider the policy of 
dealer's partner. 


THIRD HAND. 

We have seen that third hand is 
under an obligation not to leave his 
partner with an original “ One Spade," 
nor is he to draw any deduction, from 
the call. It is entirely non-committal, 
.When third hand has a Yarborough, it 
is a temptation to pass “ One Spade ” 
and so limit the possible loss to mo 
points, but I do not myself think that 
this policy of caution is ever Justified, 
and it tends to wehken the confidence 
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of the dealer. He may himself hold a 
perfect No Trumper : what then is his 
annoyance when he is left to make the 
;st)|diKck4hspades:| ^ There^is-^dt^jr-: 
'^itp,c|;:;:ppimon ;m qu€stioap,to!al; 
::iiiinei54hat;such pnsillanifflohStiiii^Si 
:'hSij<^pGa^'tO;the^spmtof?fh^ 

If he has nothing better to declare, 
therefore, third hand should say “ Two 
Spades.” But he should not hesitate 
;t<};;Gy#Cil;hhis :partimr';rn'^ 
if he is in a position to do so. He has 
Ii|;|w0f^d;:;' induceihent— to; 
id||ISm|iih'’and to;giye;some;ittdicat^| 

^||p|iil|Gards he .holds. 

ledge that he holds strength in any 
particular suit is of great assistance to 


$2 . ■ 'd B C of Auction 'Bridge. 

bis partiien Hence it should be One 
Club’^ rather than “Two Spades 
the call is justified. But it’ is not 
advisable to do so without holding the 
top cards of a suit. Small trumps, 
even if numerous, are of not so much 
account at Auction as at ordinary 
Bridge. Third hand, in calling another 
suit over One Spade/’ is making a 
definite declaration, and dealer has 
every right to assume that it is made 
on genuine , strength, , whereas Two 
Spades means ,as little as its prede- 
: cessor, ■ it does • not necessarily 
mean strength in that suit, but rather 
’ no pronounced strength at all... 

To overcall lightly on a red suit is still 
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more indefensible. For instance, third 
hand, having five small diamonds to the 
knave and little else of value, calls one of 
thatsuitfirstround. Fourth player rises 
, Dealer,^ Slaving; 'ng;: 
diamonds himself, but three probable 
• suits';,;; :riS|si?|t|iw^i 
Dumonds.” It is doubled and de- 
feated. The dealer was not to blame. 
He rightly infeired th^it his partner had 
|:iIfe;gbmnaidTndhe; tirum^^^ 
|5:gThepe;.ig^nO;;aibh;,;bbj^^^ 

part of third hand. Indeed it is 
to be recommended on very light 
strength. Nevertheless there should 
be the foundation of a No Trunipef, 
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The advantage lies in its persuasive 
influence upon^ the opposition. Eight 
tricks in one of the red suits is the 
lowest undertaldng that has precedence 
over it. Then, if not overcalled, it is 
no more expensive to lose than any 
other declaration, and, moreover, offers 
'the best chance of success on moderate 
cards. ^ . 

To the beginner I would say, never 
hesitate to overcall your partner's, 
declaration. I have seen so /many 
opportunities lost by this mistaken 
caiition. - Because the dealer has gone 
, *‘One No Trump that' is. no reasoii . 
why you should not raise it to two in 
a ted suit, if you see a probability of\ 
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making eight tricks* You liafe at once, 
told him the ' character of your handj. 
and if 'he cannot see his way, with .this , 

:^.:ddu|t|u|';:cQntract.:::^ 

irsirieSv': may ■ .be, duredi inibiJi§|iii|i 
call which one of you may be able to 
double. This last consideration is the 
most important inducement of all. In 
the same way, with divided strength, 
third hand should call '' One No 

or ‘^One Diamond,’^ Or, if hearts is his 
suit, he should call it over a diamond 
declaration ; but if dealer proceeds 
with his diamond contract, third hand 
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sfiomkl then'take^it as an indication of 
^confidence, and should not bid over it 
again. An original call of two tricks 
in a black suit should mean an invita- 
tion to third hand to cal! “ No 
Trumps/’ with the knowledge that one 
■suit at least is thoroughly protected. 

In bidding against the opposition, 
more care will have to be exercised. 
For instance, dealer has gone “ One 
No Trump ” either on first or second 
round. Second hand has responded 
with two tricks in one' of the red siiits^ 
of which / third hand holds little 
Of notfaing,: , Even with something 
ill the other suits, he runs a risk in ■ 
helping his partner with ‘‘Two-, No' 
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Trumps.’^ .The lead wilt come, from.; 
tiie previous declarer, if: lie is left witli 
tiiis contract, and it is cert&in to be in 

Dealer may also bold nothing in it, 

ihird - 

cards in the trump suit called, he has 
to decide whether it Is better to double 
it or to support the dealer’s call The 

ia||{|lp|rib 

trumps, there should be a reasonable 

' , diamonds or hearts; 
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We may now turn to the policy of 
those who, until the declarations are 
completed, may be termed the opposi’ 
tion. 


SECOND HAND. 


We have seen that second hand 
should, in the majority of instances, 
pass the original call of “ One Spade," 
because it is morally certain to be raised 
by third hand and the chance will 
come again of calling from his strength, 
if dealer does not wish to be left with 
the two-spade contract. His position 


has then been impiwed by the fact 
that the second declaration of dealer 


has conveyed some sort of information 
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as to the nature of the cards he holds. 
That the dealer will, elect to get out of 
an unprofitable spade call at any risk 
is only too probable, and second hand : 
must therefoi-e use his judgment in 
distinguishing between a forced call 
and a genuine undertaking. For ex- 
ample, “ One No Tramp” comes from 
dealer second round ; has this been 
made from strength or as a tentative 
means of escape ? Or again, is it a 
trap set for the unwary ? Dealer may 
be lying low with fine attacking cards, 
and when second hand blithely calls 
two tricks in a red suit with fair 
strength in it and little else, may 
promptly double. Second hand lias 
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thus wnclertaken to make eight tricks 
with perhaps only five ' trumps as his_ 
hope of succeeding, 

Second hand should therefore be 
guided by thegeneral strength of his own 
cards in raising a “One No Trump 
contract or in leaving it alone. If he 
himself has good general cards and a 
strong red suit, it is better for him to 
declare two tricks in the latter. What 
he should not do is to double the pre- 
ceding contract. To do so may be to 
frighten his opponents into the other 
red suit in which , he may not be able 
. to render any help “ in defeating. ^ And 
then in calling to his hand he has told ’ 
his_ partner wherein, lies his strength* 
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But if second hand is in doubt he 
shohld leave matters to his partner. 
The state of the score must, of course, 
gbe:-|iJ;cpiisideration. If : the3d^ler;:hatf-3 
-Mahe-the -rubber, gam^^'dnifa^ 
;^-cohiract,;ithere is-a more 
for tr 3 'ing to force him up. The exti-a 
loss entailed in the event of his suc- 
ceeding is not of so much considera- 
tion as the chance of being still able to 
t-beepf bpen. 
f ,||;raei|ber|d ; ;;diat:; 
ready to score heavily above the line 
as to win the rubber, and that a double 
of a light two-trick call in a red suit is 
only too likely to be the result. 

Another reason for leaving fourth 
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liand with the onus of forcing the 
dealer is that in the event of the latter 
retaining the play of the hands, second 
hand as leader has learnt which suit to 
lead up to his partner. But with 
genuine strength himself, he should 
not hesitate to show it. There is a 
somewhat debatable point in connec- 
tion with an original one-spade call, 
when second hand holds complete 
command in that suit. Some authori- 
ties contend that he should double it 
the, first time becau^ he may have no 
other opportunity of informing his 
partner of the nature; of his Iiapd, 
There is much to be 'said in favour of 
this ^advice ; the knowledge may help / 
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fourth hand in making an otherwise 
risky no-trump declaration. On the 
other hand, it may deter the adver- 
sai'ies from entering upon a similar 
undertaking. I gh'e the two aspects 
for what they are worth, and leave 
the decision to the individual player. 

I have said little about the play of 
the hands because, once the declara- 
tion is settled, it does not differ mate- 
rially from ordinary Bridge beyond 
the fact that generally considerably, 
more information has been given away 
before a commencement is made- 
There is nevertheless always the 
necessity of making the defeat of the 
call the primary object. Thus when 
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the contract is to make three or four 
cards^ the ■ policy of the opposition 
shook! be to secure every, available 
trick at the earliest opportunity and 
not to finesse with a view to winning 
more tricks than are necessaiy for 
the purpose. If these can be .niade^ 
so much the better^ but no risks 
should be taken. So, in opening, 
second hand should make his high 
cards early and lead up to any suit^^in 

to hold strength. There is no need 
to lead him a trump if he has doubled 
a high red-suit declaration, ''as./hc. is 
, probably relying largely upon strength ' 
in other, 'SiiitSi, The' hejirts ;convcn*! •; 
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tion, toOi is little used amongst Auc- 
tion Bridge players, as the vaiyihg 
grades of declarations have practically 
destroyed its significance. 

With regard to 

FOURTH HAND, 

He is in the most enviable position of 
all, inasmuch as he has at the start the 
best opportunity of studying the com- 
position of the other hands. With the 
spade call going round the first time 
^lie has nothing to do. He should in- 
variably pass, and especially so if he 
has a good hand. The last thing he 
should do is to help his opponents out 
of it. But when a higher call has 
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been made, it devolves mainly on him 
to put on the pressure. We have seen 
that second hand should use some 
caution in bidding too freely, but his 
partner may display a more sporting 
spirit, short, of course, of courting 
certain disaster. Again it may often 
be advisable to make a somevrhat 
slender call in order to inform second 
hand of the suit he wishes led. Still 
the danger of being doubled should 
always be kept in view. It is in the 
initial stages that fourth hand may 
take some liberty. 

The advice as to overcalling one’s 
partner applies equally to fourth 
hand, and should invariably be done 
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without hesitation. The information 
thus conveyed is invaluable, and the 
principle of forcing up the opposition 
is served at the same time. But in all 

be''^guidea|'hy:l|sys 

calls that ha’ve been made and use this 
knowledge with discretion, always 
watching his opportunity of leaving 
the opposition in with a risky call. 








CUT-THROAT 


THREE-HANDED BRIDGE 


There seems to be considerable un- 
certainty as to the correct play of this 
make-shift game^ even amongst com- 
petent Bridge players. Many players, 
indeed, who are quite familiar with it, 
would not recognise it under the first 
title, by which it is sometimes desig- 
nated. As in Auction Bridge, the 
difficulties of Cut-throat or Three- 
handed Bridge lie chiefly in the 
method of scoring, so in order to clear 
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up any ambiguity on these points, I 
gi've here the rules as they have come 
to be accepted in those circles where 
the laws are decided by custom. 

I may briefly summarise the rules by 
stating that the three players are 
against each other as far as the scoring 
is concerned. The one who cuts the 
lowest card plays the dummy hand 
first, and the second lowest takes the 
place on tlie dealer’s left and takes the 
deal and the dummy in the following 
hand, the player on the original 
dealer’s right moving to the left hand 
of the second dealer and in turn be- 
coming/dealer. It will thus be seen 
that the player on the dealer’s risfht is 
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always the one to shift his seat on a 
new deal After the declaration has 
been made by the dealer either from 
his own or the dummy hand, the rules 
as to doubling and playing the hands 
are the same as in ordinary Bridge, the 
two other players becoming partners. 

The methods of scoring are as fol- 
lows : — Only the dealer's score for . 
tricks is placed below the line. The 
adversaries of the dealer mver score 
below the line. If they win the odd 
trick or more, they scoi’e the value 
separately to each of themselves abot^e 
the line. When they have honours 
between them they also add the value 
to their respective scores, however the 
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honours may be placed in their respec- 
tive hands. Thus, supposing the 
2;;;dealer;'^ tricfe'|':'iir:-hearte^^anp 
holds simple honours, he will score i6 
abov'e and below the line, but if his 
opponents gain the two tricks and hold 
simple honours, they will each score 32 
above the line and nothing below. 

When any of the three players has 
leached 30 points below the line by 
tricks won as dealer, he marks oif a 
game to himself in the ordinary way, 
but any points standing to the credit 
of the other two players at this stage 
remain and coimt towards the next 
game. The rubber is four games, but 
if any player secures two games, he is 
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held to have won the rubber and adds 
100 points to his score therefor. The 
respective scores are then added up, in 
the ordinary way, and the winner of 
the rubber receives separately from 
each of the other players the amount 
of the points in his favmur after deduct- 
ing each total from his. Or, in the 
event of the balance being against 
himself, he pays each of his opponents 
the amount due separately to them. 
The lower of the other two scorers 
also pays the difference to the third 
player. 

We now come to the weak spot in 
“Cut-throat” Bridge, which militates 
so much against its popularity — the 
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compulsory calls when the dealer leaves 
the declaration to the Dummy hand. 
In that case, with three aces in his hand, 
he is obliged to call “No Trump”; 
otherwise (ist) he calls from his 
numerically longest suit, i.e., the suit 
of which he holds the most cards ; 
(2nd) if he holds an equal number of 
two or more suits, he calls the suit 
with the gi’eatest number of pips, 
counting the ace as eleven, aiid each of 
the other honours as ten ; (3rd) if two 
or more suits have the same number of 
pips, the higher suit talres precedence, 
clubs over spades, diamonds over clubs, 
hearts over diamonds. 

' This is the most authoritative way of ' 
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playing “Cut-throat” Bridge, but there 
are variations which are preferred in 
private circles. For instance, honours 
are sometimes counted separately to 
each player as he holds them— lo for 
an ace, 8 for a heart, 6 for a diamond, 
and so on. Thus, if in a No Trump 
call the dealer had two aces and his 
opponents one each, he would score 
20 above the line and the others lo 
each ; and in the same manner with a 
suit declaration. 

Again, some players prefer to count 
so only for the rubber. 

Then, under the above conditions of 
only scoring the dealer’s tricks below 
the line, a rubber may take up the 
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best part of an evening, so it is not 
uncommon for all scores for tricks, 
whether won by dealer or by his two 
adversaries, to be placed below the 
line. The obvious disadvantage of 
this is that in defeating the dealer^s 
declaration, one of the opponents may 
give the game, and perhaps the 
rubber, to his partner for the time 
being. But, barring this serious draw- 
back, the game so played is less 



-DUMMY” AND -DOUBLE- 
DUMMY” BRIDGE. 


The differences between “ Dummy” 
and “ Cut-throat ” Bridge are as 
follows: The low^est cut takes the 
dummy hand throughout the first 
rubber, the second lowest following 
him in the second rubber, and so on. 
The deal goes round in the ordinary 
way, but after the opening lead there 
is the choice either of (ist) exposing 
only the dummy hand, or, when the 
player of dummy is „ot dealing, of 
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exposing both dummy’s hand and the 
hand of the dealer’s partner, as in 
Double-dummy. 

A point to be remembered is that 
when the deal conies to the dummy 
hand, the dealer has to loot at his own 
hand Erst and to declare from it, or 
pass to dummy just as if he had dealt 
first to himself ; nei'ertheless, the 
opening lead comes from the player on 
the left of dummy. 

When the player of dummy has the 
declaration and is doubled, he can re- 
double although he has seen both 
hands, but he may not refer back to 
his own hand before deciding. If the 
deal is with either of his adversaries he 
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can only double from Iiis own hand^ 
and must not look at the dummy until 
the opening lead has been made. 

In “ Double-dummy the only 
differences are that the dealer always 
deals to himself and never for the 
dummy hand, and the hand on his left 
always takes the opening lead and has 
the first option of doubling. 

Neither player may look at more 
than one of his hands before the 
opening lead* except in the case of the 
dealer , leaving the call to dummy, when 
the declaration is compulsory, as 
above. 

In both these games the scoring is as 
in ordinary Bridge* In Dummy Bridge 
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Bo you know how to keep your Books ? It not, buy 


By W. H. WELLS, F.C.A. 

{Fellcm of the Society of OorponUe Aceomitantsj 

THE CHEAPEST Aro MOST RELIABLE BOOK ON THE 
SUBJECT IN THE MARKET “ 

Bhand in Red Cloth. - price ONE SHILLING 


TO ALL WHO WOULD PLAY 


A B C3 OF BRIDOf 


: ,. Mow no. BeorOi, 
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' ■ /' Saturdiy Kevl6V.-"”We'lmv6notmetab0ttei:'gt,iide#** '' 

, ' ' tlie Oti|o#er»— ** Wa «omj^6nd tMs 8lilliiiig’'s woyfeli ’to all ' bogianam ^ ' 

■>' ‘ as a geawiolygEt-adged investment;” '■, ■ . 


'THk Bmh wUl'be found inmhiahU 'i& all 'tnimti^ . , 

Bridie Comf editions 
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ABC Medical Guide 


Pt Tj AMBROSE 

contains most ValnabirHlSSoF^^^^^ 

bound in bed oloth. 


eaervation of Health " 

PiiicB ONE smiitm 

HiSJUfa you road vo»^ ~~ 

THEN get the 

ABC of Pal mi St 

By a Well-known Palmist ' 

IT WILL HELP TOU TO DO SO 

'^““fSSVBSASsS* 

Bom® m EED CEom o»,a. 


Mottia 


Menti^s 


about tli© subject 

f^JCE onn sHatiNa 
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me A B C OF STAMP COUECTiNG 

Boanii io Red ciofli. ' "porrc ««« 

OffE SHifctIM 


sESs3#StgsS‘R?s« 

romance of ^pjfiSelv ^imeteen 
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™ ^ BfABOlO 

^‘^A^’^a'^ua ^ ’ ^.' fitllj/ Illusfr it 

fiottBd In Red Cloth, price ONE SHJUme®’"*^* 


THE A B C OF THE DOG 

By HAROLD TREMAYNE 

WILL GIVE MUCH IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


Bound in Red Cloth. 


PRICE ONE SmiWNG 


PRESS OPINIONS 

St, James’s Oazctte.— "Handy and knowled.gable at tbe same time.” 
The World.—" Contains a marvellous amount of information in a very 
few words, and is a work no dog-owner should fail to x^ossess.” 

The Lady,—" Should find a place on the bookshelves of all who keep 
a dog.” 


Oo you keen a Hopse ? 

THE A B C OF THE HORSE 

By HAROLD TREMAYNE 

IS A BOOK YOU SHOULD BUY 


Bound In Red Clotb. 


PRICE ONE SHUIING 


PRESS OPINIONS 

TBe Sporfsinan.— “A oottCisa and olearly-writtea little book, whioli can 

be recommended.” 

Land and Water,—" It can be recommended with confidence to those 
for whose perusal it has been jirepared.” 

Shontifljg Times,— "Mr. Tremayne has certainly crammed into very 
compact and readable form quite a fund of information that will be 
Jonnd usefid to the owner bfimrsos.** ' ' ' , . 
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THE ABC OF THE RIFLE 

CAPTAIN HERBERT A. JONES 

major TBE HO N. T. /, m BEMANTLE, Xil 

E^ototidn of the Rifle'-Thc -Magazine rjiBe—^Theorv ' aiifl 
Practice-^Mimature Sho and Rahges-i- "" ' 


siSk“f& o' "-Wo* it gives «9 pleasure to 

admirable littlobooi.’^ 

bof^l ‘ ^®»3aHd should be asstsrccl for Mr. Joiic'j'd 

Dooic . . . pleasant to read and easv to understand ’* ^ t nca a 


TwUyEx'cmeut ifiaudilbuoM 


|l|ii;c||||[bwr Td;^: 


iiiilii-''B;;c«:OF;::cdM»®^ 

IN SPEAKING AND WRITING 

ruumo«auyo^.™are^g»^^e«U^^^^ ,, ttodWe.taud 

Boom in Red Cloth. - PRICE ONE SHltUM 
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By W. PERCIVAL WESTELL 

Is the vei-y Latest and most Up-to-date Book on the Subject, 
and contains all Directions for Choosing, Feeding, Managing, 
Breeding, and the treatment of Diseases. 


Bound in Red Cloth. 


PRICE ONE SHIEUNG 


IF YOU DO, YOU CERTAINLY OUGHT 
TO BUY 

“MY CANARY BOOK’ 

Cpntataing' Directions for daoDsing-, jPeedipg^, 

; Ma*nagln$r, Breedini^, and Treatment of 
Diseases 

By JAMES S. GOULD 
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^ B c or Bousekeopina 


A Guide to all Kousekeeping, What to do. and How to keep 
£i House in Order, 

M CM. o,,s,£,,^ :: 


By MRS. JOHM KIDDLE 

and it will show you how 

i>oi|ps, Meats, Sauces, Beverasfcs TelhV^? n i *• 

mfm -v-: ' ■ g-:SS3ai::SgH?^^ 

iiB c or fftc Bumaii Bodp 

-•' ' ' ' ^ Som^i WARDE , \' ■:, ‘ ': 

Will be found invaluable to Parents and Guardians 

%PV V . ', 


Bound In Red Cloth. 


PRICE ONE SHItUNfi 





Can youmaa ChamctefbyHandlwpiting? 

IF NOT, BUY 


By WENTWORTH BENNETT 
IT WILL SHOW YOU THE WAY 
A Complete Dictionai-y of Handwriting, , showing you how- 
to read your Friend’s Character by his or her Writing, 
giving lots of fun and amusement. 170 Illustrations. 
Bound In Red Cloth. PRICE ONE SHILLING 


Would you pead youp Nelgliboup’s Face? 

THEN GET 


By PAUL BELLO 

AND YOU WILL BE ABLE TO DO SO 
How to tell your Neighbour’s Character by his or her F< 
Six full-page Illustrations 


Cnn yoii Olay Table TennlaP If not, get 


ii'l. j By C. G. EAMES 

AND YOU SOON WILL 
This little Book tells you everything there is to learn about; 
the game, and gives many useful hints 

Bop»d in Red Cloth. PRICE ONE SlILLINOi 



